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G Uma is Associate Professor of Gender and Development at the School of Gender and 

Development Studies.  Her research interests are in the areas of gender, feminist public 

policy, the informal sector, gender, agriculture and sustainable development. She is 

particularly interested in women’s political participation and Gender and Development 

with a focus on agriculture, Public Policy, skill development and Social Capital. Her 

doctoral research outcome serves to redefine the policy at the micro level and ensures the 

stakeholders recognize the significance of federating women leaders at the grassroots to 

realize the affirmative action given through reservation at the Panchayats in India to 

provide better implementation of policies.   

She is the Programme Coordinator for the Master Programme in Gender and 

Development Studies (MAGD) and Certificate Programme in Gender, Agriculture and 

Sustainable Development (CGAS).  She has also designed and offered Courses at 

undergraduate levels. The Elective Courses at undergraduate levels are ‘Gender 

Sensitization: Society, Culture and Change’ (BGSE 001), Gender Sensitization: Society 

and Culture (BGDG 172), and Issues of Gender and Development (BGS005). She 

designed, developed and offered online Courses on the Swayam platform ‘Gender 

Sensitization: Society, Culture and Change (BGSE 001).  

She is a President’s Awardee for service as a girl guide.   

 

Awards / Fellowships 

 

https://orcid.org/0000-0001-7629-0604


 Central European University (CEU), awarded Dr.Uma a fellowship to complete 

the course on "Fiscal Decentralization and Local Financial Management" in 2010.  

 The University of Cologne, Germany awarded Albert Global Guest Researcher in 

the Centre for Modern Indian Studies, Faculty of Economics and Social Science 

from September 2014 to December 2014 and November 2012 to December 2012. 

Her research assistance was sponsored by DAAD.  

 Took part as a Guest Researcher in the DAAD-sponsored Center for Modern 

Indian Studies at the University of Cologne for the period of 01.05. 2017 to 

31.05.2017. 

 

Publications  

Books  

 Networking of Elected Women Representatives at Grassroots with G. Palanithurai 

and J. Vanishree (Concept Publishing Company, New Delhi, 2009) (Co-authored). 

  Planning at Grassroots Government’s Participation in people’s plan with 

G.Palanithurai and M.A. Thirunavukkarasu (Concept Publishing Company, New 

Delhi, 2009) (Co-authored). 

  Change Makers at Grassroots Local Governance in Action with G.Palanithurai 

and M.A. Thirunavukkarasu (Concept Publishing Company, New Delhi, 2008) 

(Co-authored)  

 

Chapters in Books 

 “VET Teachers and Teacher Trainers in India” with Matthias Pilz and Anja 

Schlöglmann, In Sai Loo. Teacher Educators in Vocational and Further Education. 

February. Springer Nature Switzerland. AG 2022. ISSN 2211-1921 ISSN 2211-193X 

(electronic). ISBN 978-3-030-90501-9 ISBN 978-3-030-90502-6 (eBook).  DOI: 

10.1007/978-3-030-90502-6_2 (pp 13-27). 

 “Teacher Training Education for VET Teachers in India” with Matthias Pilz. McGrath et 

al. (eds.), In Handbook of Vocational Education and Training: Developments in the 

Changing World of Work. Springer Nature Switzerland AG 2019 S. 

https://www.researchgate.net/profile/Matthias-Pilz-3?_sg%5B0%5D=9-_9ULygfZfvMzk_btPn0hbYGbVhJFdTKCtGwNdZViI0PbLu9h4MvZlja6q2B9q9phO1Gns._tnzHgC0fbSt9ipZuwj4L6DlZGLYsoMSTfM9UVjQWxg53eVaP7nyv8rgsD1M5S5jIK_ulMGR4iXni80Diq-zNA&_sg%5B1%5D=GlJWIlIaQhWwXN0a4aGRuBj1D17HS-56FC_4p26IB_jUIVfiLHUqWP3WPylgW9ZkuHry5Ac.h4Kea0ajJFF-rndJ3LzSM3CVXJnUV6un8qzLhW6WiRPZj3iYseZAZfxYfxyLlbf-vFDUThN1G5HcPS6XTd4ADg
https://www.researchgate.net/scientific-contributions/Anja-Schloeglmann-2215117761?_sg%5B0%5D=9-_9ULygfZfvMzk_btPn0hbYGbVhJFdTKCtGwNdZViI0PbLu9h4MvZlja6q2B9q9phO1Gns._tnzHgC0fbSt9ipZuwj4L6DlZGLYsoMSTfM9UVjQWxg53eVaP7nyv8rgsD1M5S5jIK_ulMGR4iXni80Diq-zNA&_sg%5B1%5D=GlJWIlIaQhWwXN0a4aGRuBj1D17HS-56FC_4p26IB_jUIVfiLHUqWP3WPylgW9ZkuHry5Ac.h4Kea0ajJFF-rndJ3LzSM3CVXJnUV6un8qzLhW6WiRPZj3iYseZAZfxYfxyLlbf-vFDUThN1G5HcPS6XTd4ADg&_tp=eyJjb250ZXh0Ijp7ImZpcnN0UGFnZSI6ImxvZ2luIiwicGFnZSI6InB1YmxpY2F0aW9uIiwicHJldmlvdXNQYWdlIjoicHJvZmlsZSIsInBvc2l0aW9uIjoicGFnZUhlYWRlciJ9fQ
https://www.researchgate.net/scientific-contributions/Anja-Schloeglmann-2215117761?_sg%5B0%5D=9-_9ULygfZfvMzk_btPn0hbYGbVhJFdTKCtGwNdZViI0PbLu9h4MvZlja6q2B9q9phO1Gns._tnzHgC0fbSt9ipZuwj4L6DlZGLYsoMSTfM9UVjQWxg53eVaP7nyv8rgsD1M5S5jIK_ulMGR4iXni80Diq-zNA&_sg%5B1%5D=GlJWIlIaQhWwXN0a4aGRuBj1D17HS-56FC_4p26IB_jUIVfiLHUqWP3WPylgW9ZkuHry5Ac.h4Kea0ajJFF-rndJ3LzSM3CVXJnUV6un8qzLhW6WiRPZj3iYseZAZfxYfxyLlbf-vFDUThN1G5HcPS6XTd4ADg&_tp=eyJjb250ZXh0Ijp7ImZpcnN0UGFnZSI6ImxvZ2luIiwicGFnZSI6InB1YmxpY2F0aW9uIiwicHJldmlvdXNQYWdlIjoicHJvZmlsZSIsInBvc2l0aW9uIjoicGFnZUhlYWRlciJ9fQ
http://dx.doi.org/10.1007/978-3-030-90502-6_2
https://www.researchgate.net/profile/Matthias-Pilz-3?_sg%5B0%5D=wXKUxChWU7_maj8xccwy6kuTovpIBAGq_cQ3WiX7_bzHrQJ7vKxRC_3zcwurBGISWpHYD2M.8DKwm4QpvaJBpQ2AFjtdhpgauyLbkpJ5YAtRYf_n93xY014IWi4lf8wUKEPOkGFDMnInYyBDR1L9s2goEkXOfg&_sg%5B1%5D=N61mg12z-TxPKkhK1Drb05ElgrfIUKGEadnWLCvIooMNloIlCwHUbdDbxlqcyv8jl07MAFM.k-cniNXyvXhLHJjtBVn33bkBiXgVMP7wBqzIipFOOSWeVgBiM7RLaJpXdXrz5dKnE-__lsr18Gmy8LCIMYKDJQ


https://doi.org/10.1007/978-3-319-49789-1_38-1 1. March 2019. (pp1733-1746).  DOI: 

10.1007/978-3-319-49789-1_38-1 

 "NGO Initiatives: Non-Governmental Organisations Initiatives" in Pilz, M. (Ed). India 

Preparation for the World of Work. (Springer VS, 2016) pp 211-229.  

 “Total Sanitation: Lessons from a Gram Panchayat in Tamil Nadu” in Siva Ram, P, R 

Ramesh and Y Gangi Reddy. (eds). Rural Sanitation in India Achievements, Trends and 

Challenges. National Institute of Rural Development and Panchayati Raj, Hyderabad, 

2016) pp 61-68.  

 “Decentralization, Development and Environmental protection: An Analysis of elected 

women representative’s network” in Singh Ravi S. (Ed). Resource Use, Development and 

Environment Interfaces and Implications. YS Books International, New Delhi. 2015 pp 

377- 395  

 “Impact of Gendered Political Institutions on Human Development” in Palanithurai, G. 

(Ed) Elected Women Representatives and Empowerment (Concept Publishing Company 

Limited, New Delhi, 2012) (Co-authored) pp. 24-39.  

 “Building Women Leadership at Grassroots in Tamil Nadu” in Palanithurai, G. (Ed) 

Dynamics of New Panchayati Raj System in India (Concept Publishing Company 

Limited, New Delhi, 2008) (Co-authored) pp. 156-174.  

 

          Research Papers in Peer-Reviewed Journals  

 “Gender Budgeting in India – A Case Analysis of the Ministry of Agriculture and 

Farmer’s Welfare” with Sonia Murugan and Mita Sinhamahapatra. Urdhva Mula. Vol 16. 

October 2023. pp84-103. ISSN No. 2277-7954. 

 Women and mental disability: A Perspective Unfolding Complexities of Social Exclusion 

in Contemporary India with Swati Sucharita Nanda and K. Vaishnavi. South Asian 

Journal of Participative Development. Vol. 22. No.2 July-Dec, 2022. ISSN 09762701.  

 Global Gender and Development Discourse: A View from India with Savita Singh. Peace 

Prints: South Asian Journal of Peace building. Vol. 8. No.1. winter 2022. ISSN 

25827871. 

https://doi.org/10.1007/978-3-319-49789-1_38-1%201.%20March%202019
http://dx.doi.org/10.1007/978-3-319-49789-1_38-1


 Is reservation for Women in India contributing to the process of Women Empowerment - 

A Reality Check?  with Eyogavee. Urdhva Mula. Vol. 15. November 2022. (ISSN 

No. 2277-7954) 

 “Exploring role of Media in Women’s Political Empowerment” with Ramesh R. Global 

Journal of Enterprise Information System. Vol 13. Issue3. (pp.73-78). e ISSN : 0975-

1432 | Print ISSN : 0975-153X 

 “Sustainable Development Goals (SDGs) and Media–Lessons and Suggestions for Policy 

Prescriptions” with Ramesh. Global Journal of Enterprise Information System, 13(4), 

73-79. Retrieved from https://gjeis.com/index.php/GJEIS/article/view/663. Online ISSN : 

0975-1432 | Print ISSN : 0975-153X 

 “Skill development in the informal sector in India: The case of street food vendors” with 

Matthias Pilz and Rengan Venkatram. International Review of Education – Journal of 

Lifelong Learning. ISSN 0020-8566. DOI 10.1007/s 11159- 015-9485-x. 16 May. 2015.   

 “Skill development in the informal sector in China, Thailand and India-A case study of 

street food vendors” with Jun Li, Sirilak Hanvatananukul, Nonthalee Prontadavit and 

Pilz, Matthias. TVET Asia. Issue 10. ISSN.2196-839X. Jan 31, 2018. https://tvet-

online.asia/10/gengaiah-etal-tvet10 

 “Analyzing Needs for Open and Distance Learning Programme in Gender, Agriculture 

and Sustainable Development” with Mita Sinhamahapatra. Indian Journal of Open 

Learning, ISSN. 0971-2690. 2013. 22(3). 199-212.  

 “Renewable Energy Diffusion in Asia: Can it happen without government support?” with 

Hari Bansha Dulal, Kalim U Shah, Chandan Sapkoda and Bibek R. Kandel.  Energy 

Policy. 2013. http://dx.doi.org/10.1016/j.enpol.2013.03.040.  

 "Status of Women in Governance in Tamil Nadu" ICFAI Journal of Governance and 

Public Policy, Vol.5 Nos.1&2 March & June, 2010. Pp.59-84.  

Outreach 

 “Networking Women in Panchayat” Geography and You. Vol. 14, Issue 82, January 

February, 2014. 

 “English Medium Education in Government Schools” Puthiya Thalaimurai Tamil Weekly, 

4. Issue 36. 30 May, 2013. (Tamil)  

https://scholar.google.com/citations?view_op=view_citation&hl=en&user=XZvpIr0AAAAJ&citation_for_view=XZvpIr0AAAAJ:kNdYIx-mwKoC
https://scholar.google.com/citations?view_op=view_citation&hl=en&user=XZvpIr0AAAAJ&citation_for_view=XZvpIr0AAAAJ:8k81kl-MbHgC
https://scholar.google.com/citations?view_op=view_citation&hl=en&user=XZvpIr0AAAAJ&citation_for_view=XZvpIr0AAAAJ:8k81kl-MbHgC
https://gjeis.com/index.php/GJEIS/article/view/663
https://tvet-online.asia/10/gengaiah-etal-tvet10
https://tvet-online.asia/10/gengaiah-etal-tvet10


 “Disaster Preparedness and Management Trainer’s Manual”. Rajiv Gandhi Chair for 

Panchayati Raj Studies, Gandhigram Rural University and Action Aid International India, 

Chennai. 2009) ISBN: 978-81-907270-6-8 (Co-authored)  

Reports  

 District Human Development Report Dindigul District (District Administration, Dindigul 

& State Planning Commission, Tamil Nadu in association with Rajiv Gandhi Chair for 

Panchayati Raj Studies, Gandhigram Rural University, 2009.  (Co-authored).  

 District Human Development Report Nagapattinam District (District Administration, 

Dindigul & State Planning Commission, Tamil Nadu in association with Rajiv Gandhi 

Chair for Panchayati Raj Studies, Gandhigram Rural University, 2009.  (Co-authored).  

 Panchayats in Disaster Preparedness and Management (Concept Publishing Company, 

New Delhi and Action Aid International India, Chennai, 2009. (Co-authored). 

 

Book Review 

 Book review: Gendered Inequalities in Paid and Unpaid Work of Women in India. (eds) 

 Vibhuti Patel and Nandita Mondal. Springer Nature (Singapore) 2022. ISBN-10:  

‎ 9811699739. ISBN-13:‎ 978-9811699733. (E-book). https://pressinstitute.in/vidura/a-

comprehensive-look-at-the-inequalities-women-still-face-in-21st-century-india/ 

 Book Review: ‘Interrogating Women’s Leadership and Empowerment’ By Omita Goyal 

July 13, 2020. Feminism in India. 

 https://feminisminindia.com/2020/07/13/book-review-interrogating-womens-leadership-

and-empowerment-by-omita-goyal/ 

 Book Review: India. International Handbook of Vocational Education and Training 

Published: 29.08.2019 International Journal for Research in Vocational Education and 

Training (IJRVET) Vol.6, Issue 2, August 2019, 198-202 DOI: 10.13152/IJRVET.6.2.5. 

August 2019 

 

 

https://feminisminindia.com/2020/07/13/book-review-interrogating-womens-leadership-and-empowerment-by-omita-goyal/
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